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A splash pad, hiking trail, lookout post, nature area, sports fields and a pedestrian-friendly

entrance are a few of the suggestions visitors to Binghamton's Ross Park have for a

redeveloped entryway planned for the historic park. 

Cornell University's Design Connect program held its first community design forum at the

park Saturday. Community members were invited to meet with some of the

project coordinators and suggest possible ideas for reuse of the historic entryway.
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"I think historic preservation is really beneficial not just economically, but socially," said

project manager Carolyn Gimbol. "It's really important for people to feel rooted in a place,

and feel pride in a place."

Historic Ross Park entryway on Park Avenue in Binghamton.  
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In April, the City of Binghamton submitted a proposal to Cornell University’s Design Connect

program to redevelop the historic entrance and pathway into Ross Park, which now includes

the Binghamton Zoo and Discovery Center.

The university’s student-run program charges $500 to cover travel costs and materials for

students who work to design and create planning services for municipalities and non-profit

organizations. Since the program's launch in 2008, more than two dozen design projects

have been worked on by the students.
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Binghamton mayor Rich David announced in September that the city would be partnering

with Cornell's Design Connect program to develop a plan for the future of the old entrance.

The project team from will continue to collect ideas and information, and develop a design

for the park's former gateway area.

Once a design plan is complete the city will seek funding opportunities to be able to bring the

recommended plan to fruition. 
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Some of the public's ideas about what should be planned for reuse of the Ross Park
entryway.  

NATASHA VAUGHN/ STAFF PHOTO

Ross Park first opened in 1875. A wealthy businessman named Erastus Ross donated 90 acres

of land to the city under the condition that it would be used for a park. The park had a roller

coaster, swings, walking trails, animals and a bandstand.

Today it is home to the Ross Park Discovery Center and Binghamton Zoo. It is the fifth oldest

zoo in the country said Rachel Davenport, the zoo's public relations coordinator. 

"We finally have a group that is ready to put the time and effort into it," said Davemport. "I'm

so happy that they have a table here. That gives the community an opportunity to voice their

opinions. There might be an idea out there that we don't know about that might be a great fit,

super excited to have them here."

Around 50,000 visitors come to the Binghamton Zoo at Ross Park each year to see the more

than 100 species of animals that live there. New use of the former entryway has the potential

to bring in more visitors, Davenport said.
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Kimberly and Jared Bosket look at ideas for the park's entryway project with their
daughters Ellie age 7 and Emma age 5.  
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In 1896 a stone-pillared gateway was constructed at the park's previous entryway, located on

Park Avenue. Visitors would arrive to the park via carriages and the city's first electric

trolley by way of the old Washington Bridge. 

The park's entrance was moved to nearby Morgan Road when it became necessary for an

entrance that could accommodate for more visitors coming to the park by automobiles.

Today, two large pillars and a short walking path which loops from Park Avenue and back out

onto Morgan Road a short distance from the current entryway are all that is left of the

original entryway. 
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The current Ross Park entryway on Morgan Road.  
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"I was interested in applying what I study in the real world," said Yaniv Korman, a Cornell

student who joined the Design Connect team in late August. "I'm excited to see what the

community wants, and then see how we can help them make that happen."

Some of the other projects the Design Connect program has worked on include a redesign of

Hanover Square in Horseheads, an incubator farm expansion in Ithaca, a community center

in Utica and a redesign of Ernie Davis Park in Elmira. 

Advertisement

Ads by 

Send feedback Why this ad? 

Home Election Connections News Public Safety N.Y. News

https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstDGdgwJ5O8AYphh98CBzCloUyqTnjeVM7KzNztfwmgkWCdo3QCNc1zeqUYwLDD38zyABaPli7W_OaVa1_QLGprQPuOHFilV718k5j7XxwZXuwqFhjHVCK64BUykjb7HFI1FWdwl2wsEi0SRgudxOTnlFSi2yG7CwrdroDshlohpVlukhkU5zSSBYLqNwzCnC_n5ReuFGjmR6RRGhuqG6rMPzUJc0BWAsDaBii0k5XcJDdDydekZEvSAtUNDZd6E_Gcv7wXxnxbFRDQM7wK2xN6AxTWShTzV6VaTkW_DNkwAqcWEiG8iiyEMqqmM0HV0HVMBU3ebprJZGporsmgvIUD6lHCzul4NX0GV0uDwXrwuR1nOO33Ngrp0l-nUbCWGNSwgBQA8ZFJxXjOTtE7niPpzdGdaP8riG48qdNc87Wg9pOSMYm_k1XhRGpmoJZREy0M0qLYMTg8gCnMVnrIw44wdocSWg5XVGB6O4V7w-sJjJJTJCzaMKREvtIOuEM-JsQPcUIfqQZq9MZTv_2opbMiHRb5BfTGDEwmyyLFJ-s_fLZUddcsgv335taI6uHVaRvydKrVszVQ9rI8incEPcFLGB-84S5ZNMy7lfY4dBAPbE57ye13U6JehnqXh3tINkxRqos4nStfqNHp_eCRXdeR1tTp6P1Bvf05NvBiSSTydoKDcwbX3j54eN2osyNfPoYkfxavwD_M4cAX-zH3u0NqW0xP1ZRKbkewFOAMJh_zBSUq96tY27KT1W0IgRqAK9-TLQo63rlRmuuzq2_KeVSDyPN1cTthCUiLS9xOL-1b6HwF2fhdMeVDQ_h_XbPrgZ1c6IncMyQjXvSWUV3vKrz7uMYScXxHHkGCVyve5guF6y45Zw2StCeYZYmtEZCvXtocGC6MEhlAuErwv8nvkWSNnbPn9OFgKtTDBupd5vjACE36OTGot60JVVhzG3fpk9ekyktLbBIIvo8pad1Ezjb7DYZEbPNywVj52P4KGzC5ZNey6H-P2FhGT2px_Cnhf6nyjvIEuIRXBembzy19zIOezFP1VCVIHGw4RGIwZUaBPtxe570w81xkQe_oeSOkKsApvGMlfjAs6TmVfZAlDF5pJCCOLK3FFccaBurqjOGzbtDshEObFbRsPz9F-fZKS2GqR4vvU_kZ26Ylcac2O1Ff2PayMFqoWIDSTZtyQY2bQ0zeh7Yar6PZGJ839F-xHWB5D8HXJcLCYUGrm5WEfV6EWIq95lSQtwIFaP_4ACm3morcAosKFu8pCTq4vl-f9rMPHICwijdFFX-2G8szqpv4N2b5JSY8Ir_XeOt4pTcyIgvVRit4d_OfhMU24mY92p1ymjPN82iT_2ojlF1SLjhD22RbgYN9FObtoWalAhFzinouFuHj5rlJ5QG5SPoWnDbQNHW3NG975YkFut53HSSFS2aROkm-y7gnGMIUDLVgNLCMmZWClVC62SRSAGXYfheHE93ZoE8-7UHZUhUvohjVyj1HN4oA2cQ134hji_0ua4aby7VpRZFJCuXoEUfNMd0C58a_IoH7qzLbSKKvsB3Z3JLPX1VmYZJb-n-OjCAFJLyoUAZRQiZN6AKwNi0xWcZO2UsuN4OEI-E9kuK5ppeTb1OS97YPqjZhifDdTjnNVQn2wZLMvLAaga6kytemnLaVuN7C4y56omKXmV38sXwXqkzdKLsciPwsiHqTjnaoNQ0CYYoDyCo0wdaemmoINqaF37GpCEEj3N_Le1mqxac9dS-EsWlXUl80kakZPiVyGC_gYL8Uu1cNl_m85PkRdA316NNgZs4VJUUr7CO8U-1KCU_ydhUBuZ9D0jNWC6hMd66dLjJPZp9GwuOdvkKyKyXLeFpUznNytdmVkFURpZSFqluqbh7X-5PghvNkAgpmQQ&sai=AMfl-YTAt8FUIPIGOgTxD2Tap2UMT_8jCynARVvFMNCt7AtCYTJj0wd02b3pvPQFO-NCqtRCh1t68WpIQSXiUryy-kIB0xZh_qYZrIs6i4FVALQcQuW_4tqbeFT2kWu7UCDRb4agrqvDRKFLsxgY38XNwyHhwBPDO5rbrwZ4VMjcn7CKHDNc-kGVRmHQ4F0Jn36JbbUUNJUD-jY1qpcGDZOvlmOaPDxay54e61y3VPR5TkLSNMpaZ0h7Zsh-hme02NS7ZlZkwgJFiGMgWWWAzQn6t8RPj4wybAmKIw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNamS2DxYISz&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly91d2wuYWMudWs&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.uwl.ac.uk/%3Futm_source%3DARM%26utm_medium%3DBanner%26utm_campaign%3DLC1376932-EM-Brand2026%26utm_content%3DBrand-awareness-Apply-now-EN%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7%26gad_campaignid%3D23128553942
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstDGdgwJ5O8AYphh98CBzCloUyqTnjeVM7KzNztfwmgkWCdo3QCNc1zeqUYwLDD38zyABaPli7W_OaVa1_QLGprQPuOHFilV718k5j7XxwZXuwqFhjHVCK64BUykjb7HFI1FWdwl2wsEi0SRgudxOTnlFSi2yG7CwrdroDshlohpVlukhkU5zSSBYLqNwzCnC_n5ReuFGjmR6RRGhuqG6rMPzUJc0BWAsDaBii0k5XcJDdDydekZEvSAtUNDZd6E_Gcv7wXxnxbFRDQM7wK2xN6AxTWShTzV6VaTkW_DNkwAqcWEiG8iiyEMqqmM0HV0HVMBU3ebprJZGporsmgvIUD6lHCzul4NX0GV0uDwXrwuR1nOO33Ngrp0l-nUbCWGNSwgBQA8ZFJxXjOTtE7niPpzdGdaP8riG48qdNc87Wg9pOSMYm_k1XhRGpmoJZREy0M0qLYMTg8gCnMVnrIw44wdocSWg5XVGB6O4V7w-sJjJJTJCzaMKREvtIOuEM-JsQPcUIfqQZq9MZTv_2opbMiHRb5BfTGDEwmyyLFJ-s_fLZUddcsgv335taI6uHVaRvydKrVszVQ9rI8incEPcFLGB-84S5ZNMy7lfY4dBAPbE57ye13U6JehnqXh3tINkxRqos4nStfqNHp_eCRXdeR1tTp6P1Bvf05NvBiSSTydoKDcwbX3j54eN2osyNfPoYkfxavwD_M4cAX-zH3u0NqW0xP1ZRKbkewFOAMJh_zBSUq96tY27KT1W0IgRqAK9-TLQo63rlRmuuzq2_KeVSDyPN1cTthCUiLS9xOL-1b6HwF2fhdMeVDQ_h_XbPrgZ1c6IncMyQjXvSWUV3vKrz7uMYScXxHHkGCVyve5guF6y45Zw2StCeYZYmtEZCvXtocGC6MEhlAuErwv8nvkWSNnbPn9OFgKtTDBupd5vjACE36OTGot60JVVhzG3fpk9ekyktLbBIIvo8pad1Ezjb7DYZEbPNywVj52P4KGzC5ZNey6H-P2FhGT2px_Cnhf6nyjvIEuIRXBembzy19zIOezFP1VCVIHGw4RGIwZUaBPtxe570w81xkQe_oeSOkKsApvGMlfjAs6TmVfZAlDF5pJCCOLK3FFccaBurqjOGzbtDshEObFbRsPz9F-fZKS2GqR4vvU_kZ26Ylcac2O1Ff2PayMFqoWIDSTZtyQY2bQ0zeh7Yar6PZGJ839F-xHWB5D8HXJcLCYUGrm5WEfV6EWIq95lSQtwIFaP_4ACm3morcAosKFu8pCTq4vl-f9rMPHICwijdFFX-2G8szqpv4N2b5JSY8Ir_XeOt4pTcyIgvVRit4d_OfhMU24mY92p1ymjPN82iT_2ojlF1SLjhD22RbgYN9FObtoWalAhFzinouFuHj5rlJ5QG5SPoWnDbQNHW3NG975YkFut53HSSFS2aROkm-y7gnGMIUDLVgNLCMmZWClVC62SRSAGXYfheHE93ZoE8-7UHZUhUvohjVyj1HN4oA2cQ134hji_0ua4aby7VpRZFJCuXoEUfNMd0C58a_IoH7qzLbSKKvsB3Z3JLPX1VmYZJb-n-OjCAFJLyoUAZRQiZN6AKwNi0xWcZO2UsuN4OEI-E9kuK5ppeTb1OS97YPqjZhifDdTjnNVQn2wZLMvLAaga6kytemnLaVuN7C4y56omKXmV38sXwXqkzdKLsciPwsiHqTjnaoNQ0CYYoDyCo0wdaemmoINqaF37GpCEEj3N_Le1mqxac9dS-EsWlXUl80kakZPiVyGC_gYL8Uu1cNl_m85PkRdA316NNgZs4VJUUr7CO8U-1KCU_ydhUBuZ9D0jNWC6hMd66dLjJPZp9GwuOdvkKyKyXLeFpUznNytdmVkFURpZSFqluqbh7X-5PghvNkAgpmQQ&sai=AMfl-YTAt8FUIPIGOgTxD2Tap2UMT_8jCynARVvFMNCt7AtCYTJj0wd02b3pvPQFO-NCqtRCh1t68WpIQSXiUryy-kIB0xZh_qYZrIs6i4FVALQcQuW_4tqbeFT2kWu7UCDRb4agrqvDRKFLsxgY38XNwyHhwBPDO5rbrwZ4VMjcn7CKHDNc-kGVRmHQ4F0Jn36JbbUUNJUD-jY1qpcGDZOvlmOaPDxay54e61y3VPR5TkLSNMpaZ0h7Zsh-hme02NS7ZlZkwgJFiGMgWWWAzQn6t8RPj4wybAmKIw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNamS2DxYISz&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly91d2wuYWMudWs&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.uwl.ac.uk/%3Futm_source%3DARM%26utm_medium%3DBanner%26utm_campaign%3DLC1376932-EM-Brand2026%26utm_content%3DBrand-awareness-Apply-now-EN%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7%26gad_campaignid%3D23128553942
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AWUvr312P1bn7GuwuHas8lsmmrwyVSfUgU6miWuCIlpJKkRYSkRjScLBsiyz0LBl0AvLzB_4jEHP8AgrbR4WoHTW9RnJXDg9SiqQBQK0mM5968MwyL88WUTYlnSVFYmBwCMVv_dOD_tNmCZJrnQjveeEGZEba6HZyvD2oGTqzM7aLHy1WK90EDYBiDwv7P9H96mkEcE-Q9-WFK28PGTYtKdZjf7jtS5b7r51tD1MRR8xP4bwtMvQVEXOJ22ZGWMARs00IACIJqQJts8r4KcuJMpElF7sX97HGdukme-_vv2U4MrPLmkzIWaTM7lW43cKR7M4K3oiTph9fMeHfnJC4TvkKYgFHEIAODypxLuephIHd8VwvrAJhYoyR7t97ipC9qaW9ew0hx08LRnRAvsQiChgkvrptQzJsdl8Op1Vpozvwue0Ym8o4B6FZxBWoXI0j0wL4ZqRtMrWFdjh-V5hzVJQZxd9hVsT1MPRyQmAaNMajzBmE5VK3sGJbm8HQFUq4ZF0b7mBGjTvN4HWuKkUJ_fAhv0RdUc_ogOS4zbV-ikg6RJpoFZ2S3a054EGtNY3mdIBek5y3Jc2ATx13ve6vwe9_RBBjKVg290m6B0mLFVezsI7SNGHUDr5SFFPHRbbH6gzqWFOl51tkamMgLYRYKIHjtATbtjW7P6xr1mB5lM3d_JU798f_RTjBSkmMHnIha3Re8lNHnXFAYpp0a07_Uq9cEyD9mpsQiLGp_pZWzW6Qrv7Uo2_FA_U9UGIS5ZYZKoFiqwDmNA0qLZWh9Bs7JPQmOR5CVZ9qscu2QkSrvh8CeGkMrPdOwkZPfjwxZvChwZ7rvUkPXx86qWzE7D_HOj6ae5wer1gY_7ygIrrhVnn1QmrKF9Wt6Z-rG48o3BtB5jHKaUbsIM3X6yaDQH1YZcta3qQS8nCP-23z2c0H0ncuTMdNrug7FRIVA0rAVkKoCsIwMESg73qLTiOa-tkRM0by1eRqNUDbNpz2QIfskkjXTZXJsJlaf_NUMa2HI4YP3RSJ3HCSIE0h6rpME7cMeuOUAKLCaqTfEj9OGmhRZaUdLUa0cqyf33q0EISFaoJ9wdPdoNNxEgFwwVR1JVmDrZUZkZiHQ-Vu7VKg8fe9vViD0RgKpHB05o6kIL411aGAAmC2Zvr12vOH0lTvBteXefb6eBO0XzoHuTtTjrIqEL1RRXTa_2ekfPtdz6wHzTx9OYksIj_6V-1hyZu_Kh6jhqlS6QLqKDWGsdZnkRMxkRu9lOX59s_NcuuPQ6yP1AA2AZOI8JfmgbqpkFEKw_0TFgUYo5q0OFYEe_T8JhR8BIb-vZbvi_yB94u5J-z8pPC6o9vaD6HB1MRCMLzDKNEJk1FTLcyuHiWhsQUxh2E8eNNpeBDTZFGqMOHggdPA77tPt2D7Jg1xXeM4VFJ05e_LXuIK4MdHpJkVkjGgvLQI9olAR3a13WQpJhVftAIy4FqoNP-Jz14YHa8OcvcGsUnyrGz8dQ8cyWaULuOqssJPGnvXS1moDsA4wSvmB2M8TGci--aDE9xbzq1yfPrcntJYcMys7u8PzAksqYO8HF7ZipZV5Y6ULab-azYHNx42A7o-ZQh053dd--7yg0CMCVe-wcL3o-TusJ6nOMU-qTcixh3AhJkvXgVPma3oROOdxyv6knrYDmMYp8F6rGjC3c0Nhlp_CyGNu5f4s9MCQl5_6XkdagWQ_aVFIM5AZYUVPVS4oJTLsRlCNbQAojKG5jpqLK997KGtFiyUEzLwVRJyqM5ovJgRKw8rC1ENiSaIiC-98LYpkgiw_Kx7OomLtrrcShSNzsLSLUhukNFDYQB5PHSYMaMmvfukqyYzPkCZ91bVj7PJnE_HkUg6bLXr-MxGt1tkz6suIieyxyKe8dg1kuGs69nr38ZHBXsjDaBLWWKbWBexy9qVVfEPJhzrFmtkV283Rg4Ca8dMSOQvmUgpEF1BvJMYzjtMA0_wEm_klRn3GZHMdcrn2qHgU0ZLeUMrxoxYxuKdf-WGzKHg0DUCMipS6GQwbJ61zygdbnpyOJvc_FhmrJ7hUyQi5b7-98ch0GiTkdoso-WM1IWkOAod6Rj-KLgqH6SuxEZhZ_IiiEzkEBD3y9t1CWr3UKsKubrysxeyFBSkXfn_YbHOuTsZg
https://eu.pressconnects.com/
https://eu.pressconnects.com/news/elections/
https://eu.pressconnects.com/news/connections/
https://eu.pressconnects.com/news/
https://eu.pressconnects.com/news/public-safety/
https://eu.pressconnects.com/news/ny-news/
https://eu.pressconnects.com/

